


This mural, by German artist Heinrich Hofmann (1834-1911), was
added to the front of the Sanctuary in 1943. Jesus told the rich young

ruler that in addition to keeping the commandments, he should sell his
riches and give to the poor. For this, he would have treasures in heaven.

Jesus bid him to take up the cross and follow Him.
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Christ and the Rich Young Ruler by Heinrich Hofmann
PC: Lloyd Erickson
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Dear Friends,
 
We are so happy that you have chosen to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the dedication of the Battle Creek
Tabernacle with us! This is a historic event for our church
and for the city of Battle Creek. Whether you are visiting
us today or are a long time member, we welcome you. We
invite you to join us anytime.

Our goal for the celebration is to make it a week of
reflection, revival, and readiness – looking back on the
blessings God has given this church for the past 100 years,
resolving to continue spreading the message of God’s love
to those around us, and being ready for the second coming
of Jesus.
 
This will also be a week of fellowship. Many of you grew
up in this church, attended Sabbath School, participated
in Pathfinders, were baptized here, were married here, and
dedicated your babies here. It will be a wonderful occasion
to reconnect with friends and former members to share
the stories of our families and our memories of how God
has led us. Please take time to look at the pictures and
artifacts located around the church that span the last 100
years. 
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 We hope you will stay for the Centennial Gala Luncheons
that follow each of the Sabbath morning church services.
Besides enjoying delicious food, there will be plenty of time
to visit with friends.
 
We are very honored to have Erton Köhler, President of the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, as our
keynote speaker the first Sabbath. Throughout the
following week, we will have uplifting speakers and
outstanding music. We are also happy to have some of the
church’s former pastors participating in the programs. The
celebration will conclude on Sabbath evening, October 10,
with a special concert by the King’s Heralds Quartet.
 
We pray that the Holy Spirit will speak to your hearts as we
worship together over the next nine days and that you will
have confidence that “we have nothing to fear for the
future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us,
and His teaching in our past history.” Life Sketches pg. 196.2
 
Sincerely,
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Chris Holland 
Senior Pastor (Current)



For 100 years, the Battle Creek Tabernacle has stood as a beacon
of faith, community, and spiritual growth in the heart of Battle
Creek, Michigan. Since it was dedicated in 1926, this building has
been a gathering place where generations have come to worship,
grow, and serve.

From the first meeting house, to the Tabernacle, as we now
know it, the Church was more than a building. It has been a
living testament to the power of God and the faith of His people.
Through decades of change, it has remained a steadfast pillar of
hope and inspiration.

In the Fall of 1853, Joseph Bates met J. B. Frisbie, a traveling
Methodist minister. As they studied the Bible together, J.B.
Frisbie became convicted regarding the truths of the Sabbath.
He moved to Battle Creek and bought two lots located on the
northwest corner of Van Buren and Cass streets. In June of 1854,
J. N. Loughborough and M. E. Cornell held the first tent meeting
in that area. In 1855 the most significant development came.
James and Ellen White decided to accept an invitation to move
the Review and Herald press and offices to a permanent home in
Battle Creek.
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The First Church
(Fall 1855 - November 1857)

In the Fall of 1855, the first Seventh-day Adventist church was built on
the north end of Frisbie’s property between Van Buren and Champion
Streets. It faced Cass Street and was an 18 x 24 foot building with 10 foot
ceilings. Built at a cost of $300, it had comfortable seating for about 40
people. It was built of upright board and batten siding with no inside
finish except the floor. Believers in Battle Creek were poor and Ellen
White stated that “it took quite an effort to erect the building.” How
fitting that the early believers called it “The House of Prayer.”

The first congregation numbered about 42 with twelve of those being
individuals who had come from Rochester, N.Y., with the Review and
Herald. Those familiar with the history of Seventh-day Adventists and
the history of  Battle Creek, will recognize many of the names that
belonged to this first church. Those names include: James and Ellen
White, G. W. Amadon, Uriah Smith, J. W. Bacheller, David Hewitt, Jonah
R. Lewis, Elder J. B. Frisbie, Cyrenius Smith, J. F. Byington, Stephen
Belden, and Henry Lyon among others. When no longer in use, this
church later became a wing of a house on the corner and was torn down
sometime after 1892.
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The Second Church
(November 6, 1857 - May 11, 1867)

The second church was built just around the corner on the lot
next to the first church. Its opening faced Van Buren Street. It was
28 x 44 and cost $881. Following the Quaker custom of the day,
this church had separate entrances for men and women who
would sit on separate sides during worship. A replica was built in
1998 and today can be visited in the Historic Adventist Village. It
was in this building that the tithing system was initiated in 1859. 

The denominational name Seventh-day Adventist, proposed by
David Hewitt, was chosen in the second church by a unanimous
vote on October 1, 1860. The Michigan Conference and
Publishing Association were organized here in 1861. It was also
here, in the second church, that on May 21, 1863, the General
Conference was officially organized. On May 11, 1867, services
were discontinued in this church. The African Methodist
Episcopal Church began using it in 1869. The AME congregation
has continued to occupy this site to this day.
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The Third Church
(1867 - 1878)

On September 26, 1866, the third Battle Creek church was raised by a
group of 85 men. It was the first of three churches that would be
located on the current church lot. The opening of this church was on
Washington Street facing McCamley Park. Work on the church was
soon finished at a final cost of $8,100.  This church was a 40 x 65 foot
wooden building, 23 feet high inside, and each family had a pew. It had
a gallery inside over the entry which allowed it to seat about 700. The
church opened for use in 1867.

Initially the membership of the church was about 300, but with the
gallery there were often 500-600 people in attendance at the meetings
that were held in this church. This was the first of our churches to have
a cupola with a bell. Beginning with this church and continuing in
churches to come for over a century, the bell would ring out over the
city of Battle Creek signaling the beginning and ending hours of the
Sabbath. In August of 1878, this church was moved across the street to
be used by the Review. It was used at first for weekly chapel services,
then became a paper warehouse. It was destroyed in the Review and
Herald fire of 1902.
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The Fourth Church -  The “Dime” Tabernacle
(1879-1922)

The fourth Adventist church built in Battle Creek, became known as the “Dime
Tabernacle” because church members and the community were invited to give dimes
in support of the building project. This idea was suggested by James and Ellen
White’s second son, James Edson White. Since this was a church used by the
denomination, as a whole, for gatherings and general meetings, members from all
over were encouraged to save one dime a month for a year to contribute to the
project. There were about 15,000 members worldwide and many sent their dimes to
help with this project. It was voted at the General Conference in March, 1878, to
build a larger church because of the increases in numbers due to the Sanitarium and
the Review and Herald. 

The foundation stones were laid August 19, 1878, and construction was completed
the next year at a final cost of $26,275 with all the furnishings. The Dime Tabernacle
was a brick-faced building with a size of 105 x 130 feet. It had a 108-foot clock tower
that was donated by the members of the community. The main auditorium could
seat 900, and the gallery another 1,450 with wall seats and extra chairs. Surrounding
the auditorium were six large Sabbath School rooms and an office. By raising glass
partitions in these rooms at the back of the auditorium, another 850 seats could be
added from the north, east, and south vestries, giving the entire building a seating
capacity of 3,200. However, at its dedication on April 20, 1879, there were 3,649
people in attendance. Since the attendance exceeded the capacity, some were seated
on the steps or on extra chairs that had to be added. 
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Four entrances provided access and exit. The auditorium pews were heavily padded,
with movable benches and chairs in the rooms in the rear. Two graceful staircases led
to the gallery area. Overhead there was a large beautifully designed dome of richly
colored glass. Behind the pulpit were three stained glass windows that portrayed the
Ten Commandments. A baptismal pool was under the platform in front of the choir
space. This church was considered to be a fitting climax to the career of James White.
He accepted the General Conference presidency for the last time that year, and died
in 1881. Records in 1898 show a church membership of 1,400 with another 288 who
had yet to transfer their memberships from their home churches. The Sabbath
School membership was listed as being 1,133 with 173 classes. 

The Tabernacle continued to serve as a major meeting place for large gatherings of
Seventh-day Adventists. It was also used by the community for major large meetings.
Evangelists Moody and Sankey spoke there, along with many other well-known
names. The funerals of both James and Ellen White were conducted in this church.
Also, several General Conference sessions were held in the Tabernacle, including the
important 1901 session during which the church organization was restructured. The
fires of the Battle Creek Sanitarium (February 18, 1902) and the Review and Herald
(December 30, 1902), along with counsel from Ellen G. White, finally caused
Adventists to begin to decentralize. The educational work had already moved its
center to Berrien Springs prior to the fires. Many saw the fires as divine judgments
from God. 

The Dime Tabernacle continued to be our most prominent church and was used
extensively for many years until January 7, 1922 when it was also destroyed by fire.
When it burned to the ground, the basement of the Tabernacle was filled with a large
amount of Michigan Conference camp meeting equipment such as folding chairs,
tents, cots, bedding and dishes. 

The updrafts in the open spaces between the studs inside the brick veneer formed
ventilating chimneys on all sides. By the time the fire was discovered, it was
impossible to save the building. The value of the building was estimated at $85,000,
but there was only $20,000 in insurance, hardly enough to replace the camp meeting
equipment in the basement alone. The local newspaper said on that Monday
morning, Jan 9, 1922, that it had been announced that a new tabernacle would be
rebuilt, and it was.
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The current Tabernacle building replaced the former Dime
Tabernacle. The current structure was built slightly to the east of
the old Dime Tabernacle foundation and closer to Van Buren,
with the entrance facing Washington Avenue. 
     
Designed by A.B. Chanel, then Battle Creek's leading architect, it
is constructed of brick, concrete, and iron. It was built at an
estimated cost of $150,000, with seating for 1,100. In 1923 the
congregation sold off the southeast portion of their lot to the City
National Bank & Trust Company for $30,000 to help in financing
the rebuilding efforts. 

The current building was dedicated October 9, 1926. After the
fires and decentralization of the church from Battle Creek, many
members moved away, but the church still held a prominent place
in the city and denomination. Membership in 1932 was recorded
at just under 1,000.
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The Fifth (Current) Church
(October 9, 1926 - Present)
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The Battle Creek 
Moon-Journal

Wednesday, January 11, 1922

The Battle Creek 
Moon-Journal

Tuesday, March 6, 1923

The Battle Creek 
Moon-Journal

Monday, January 9, 1922
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The Battle Creek
 Moon-Journal

Monday, February 22, 1926

The Enquirer and Evening
News

Wednesday, October 5,
1926

The Battle Creek
 Moon-Journal

Friday, October 8,
1926



The Enquirer and
Evening News

Sabbath, October 9, 1926
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The Enquirer and Evening
News

Sunday, October 10, 1926



1923

1926

Late
1920s-
30s

1932

1933

1938

1939

1942/
43

1945
 - Old Battle Creek Academy, N. Kendall

Street, burned
 - School in temporary quarters at Battle

Creek Airport

1946

Mrs.  N. A. Fitzgerald purchased grand
piano (built to Mr. Post's specifications)

from C. W. Post estate

 - First interior decoration of Sanctuary
 - Stained glass windows

 - Mural of Christ and the Rich Young
Ruler

44 acres purchased from Battle Creek
College for the new BCA for $12,500

Penny-A-Dish Cafeteria opened at 211  W.
Jackson St. Operated 18 months - Served

124,961 dishes @ 1¢ a dish!

 - Electronic Hammond Organ was
purchased

 - Sanctuary rostrum/aisles were carpeted

N. Washington/W. Michigan Ave. corner
property was sold

- October 9, 1926, current Battle Creek
Tabernacle dedication

- Tabernacle tithe more than 20 times the
amount paid to support local ministry

Tabernacle Circle Groups formed

Public Address system installed in
Sanctuary

100 Years 0f Accomplishments

17



1947

 - Parsonage at 299 W. Van Buren razed.
(Last occupant - Elder J. C. Stevens). Then

used as Dorcas Center
 - Battle Creek Academy was built at

current site
1948/
49

House on W. Van Buren adjacent to
Michigan National Bank property

purchased and razed for parking area

1949/
50

House on W. Michigan Ave.
adjacent to Michigan National Bank

property purchased and razed for parking
area

1950 Skylight in Sanctuary was covered with a
new roof

Early
1950Hard-surfaced church parking area

1952/
53 Constructed BCA Gymnasium

1954/
55

Bought the bank building on the corner of
N. Washington/ W. Michigan Ave. corner
for church offices and store. (Tabernacle

Annex)

1955

1956

Purchased Ellen G. White home, N.
Wood Street - Initiated Every Member Plan. First

budget - $90,000. Current budget -
$285,000. (Total annual church and school

budget)
 - Constructed 1st house on Campus Drive

at BCA 1957 Constructed 2nd house on Campus Drive
at BCA

100 Years 0f Accomplishments
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1958

1959

Late
1950s

1960

1961

1962

1963/
64

1964

1965

1966

 - Hard-surfaced Campus Drive at BCA
 - Annex Bridge from Tabernacle to Annex

 - Constructed 3rd house on Campus
Drive at BCA

 - Added Chapel and 3 classrooms to BCA

Conducted first historical tour for more than
1000 people en route to Youth's Congress in

Atlantic City

Constructed pole building on Campus
Drive at BCA

 - Repaired Tabernacle front steps
 - Installed new treads

 - Pipe Organ purchased by Mr. & Mrs.
Walter Sooy

 - Boxes beneath organ chambers were
installed

Constructed 2 classrooms of a 4-room
addition at BCA

Expanded book store to health food
center

 - Hard-surfaced school parking area
 - Renovated E. G. White home

 - Constructed 4th house on Campus Drive
at BCA

 - Prepared Youth Chapel in Annex (New seats,
carpeting, drapes)

 - Added back entry to Tabernacle
 - Began "Your Bible and Youth" weekly broadcasts

over WBCK
 - Initiated weekly historical tours

 - Credenza in the foyer in memory of Pearl Sooy

100 Years 0f Accomplishments
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1966/
67

1967

1968

1973

1973/
74

1975

1976

1977

1978

Completed 4-room classroom addition at
BCA

 - Renovated Sabbath School rooms
 - Constructed/refurbished restrooms

 - Widened basement hallway

 - Carpeted basement foyer/hallways
 - Installed 2 Dial-A-Phones for questions by

the public

 - Reconstructed ramp to Sanctuary
 - New aluminum glass front doors

 - Wooden grill work on organ chambers - Motorized screen in Sanctuary
 - Redecorated Annex bridge and hallway to

Youth Room
 - New mural in Pastor's office

 - Redecorated Youth Room (new drapes)
 - New restroom lavatories, cabinets, and

curtains
 - Redecorated Bible Worker's office (new

drapes)

Constructed a new Community Service
building 

Remodeled the Sanctuary and platform

 - Carpeted Tabernacle foyer/stairways
 - Prepared bell-ringers' room
 - Built Lay Activities room

 - Fireproofed Custodial Quarters
 - Installed new cabinets and pin-up board

in Cradle Roll
 - Initiated "On  Line" broadcast over

stations WKFR  and  WKNR

100 Years 0f Accomplishments
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Bricked up the 2 doors on the alley side of
the basement

1980

 - Installed new en chamade organ pipes on
either side of the Christ and the Rich Young

Ruler mural
 - Purchased the building, now known as the

Annex building
 -  Reconstructed the front steps and added 2

lower-level bathrooms

1981

 - No longer using the “Every member plan”
 - Transferred the deed of James and Ellen
White’s home and Deacon John and Betsy
White’s home to the Adventist Historic

Properties
1982

1983Church plant in Athens, MI

1984 Completed the Community Service
building 

1988

1993

1995Closed the Community Service clothing
distribution

1997

 - Purchased the Michigan National Bank
Building

 - Found the Dime Tabernacle foundation
wall when installing the elevator

02/02 Last day of operation of Nature’s
Pantry

Heritage Museum open house

 - Demolished a portion of the old building and
added an addition to the building for a

Community Service center
 - Remodeled the bank building on the corner

of Michigan Ave. and Washington St.
 - Nature’s Pantry opened April 6th

100 Years of Accomplishments

1979
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2000

2001

 - Restored home of James and Ellen White
was dedicated on June 28 at the Historic

Adventist Village
 - Rotunda (former bank) building leased

to the Koreans for their church
2002

2006

2008

2010

2014

2015

2016

Grand opening of the restored Parkville
church (The first legally owned SDA

church) at the Historic Adventist Village

 - Grand opening of Phase 1 of the
Historic Adventist Village

 - Start of the Tab ABC
 - Planted Spanish Church

 - Elevator operational
 - 50  Anniversary of YMCOth

Sanctuary air conditioning added

Heating and boiler system replaced

WGPG-LP began broadcasting

Free health clinic held at BCA

Annual Tabernacle Sacred Concert
Series started

Organ pipe repair and new organ project
completed

100 Years 0f Accomplishments

1998
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2019

2023

2025

2026

2018

2017
 - Free health clinic held at the Burma

Center
 - Hosted Messiah’s Mansion

Free health clinic held at the Kellogg
Arena  - Major renovation of Sanctuary during which

the platform was enlarged and lowered, new
main floor restroom installed, enclosed the
elevator entrance to the Sanctuary, installed

new pews and carpeting, and began the
renovation of the stained glass windows

- September 23 dedication of the renovated
Sanctuary

 - Installed Nathan Greene’s “The Rescue”
stained glass above platform, replacing the
picture of Christ and the Rich Young Ruler

 -   ABN Rally
 - Centennial Celebration 

- Restoration of original 1926 pulpit

Free health clinic held at BCA

100 Years 0f Accomplishments

Hosted General Conference Annual
Council
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Friday | October 2 | 7pm
Opening Vespers: Singing and stories of past history

Sabbath | October 3 | 9:30am
Sabbath School: Mission stories and a panel discussion with
the Ellen White Estate

Sabbath | October 3 | 10:45am
Divine Service: Speaker Erton Köhler, President, General
Conference

Sabbath | October 3 | 5:30pm
Vespers: Concert with Buddy Houghtaling and presentation by
artist Nathan Greene

Sunday-Friday | October 4-9 | 7pm
Revival Week: Featuring Pavel Goia and Norman McNulty

Sabbath | October 10 | 9:30am
Sabbath School: Mission stories and a panel discussion
featuring current and previous pastors

Divine Service: Speaker Norman McNulty; neurologist,
author

100 Year Church Rededication Service

Sabbath | October 10 |10:45am

Sabbath | October 10 | 3pm

Sabbath | October 10 | 6pm
Concert: The King’s Heralds

Sabbath | October 10 | 1:00pm
Centennial Gala Luncheon, Battle Creek Academy

Sabbath | October 3 | 1:00pm
Centennial Gala Luncheon, Battle Creek Academy
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Erton Köhler
President, General Conference

Erton C. Köhler was born in Brazil, the son of a pastor,
and felt called to ministry from a young age. He served as
a district pastor for five years and dedicated 12 years of
his ministry to Youth Ministries at the local field, Union,
and South American Division.

At age 38, he became president of the South American
Division, a position he held for nearly 15 years. In 2021,
he was elected Executive Secretary of the General
Conference (GC), where he launched the Mission
Refocus initiative. In 2026, he completed a Doctor of
Ministry degree at Andrews University. He currently
serves as president of the General Conference, elected at
the GC Session in St. Louis in July 2025. He is married to
Adriene Marques Köhler, a nurse. They have two
children: Mariana, who is studying psychology, and
Matheus, who is a district pastor in Brazil and is married
to Geovanna, a lawyer.
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Pavel Goia
Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

Dr. Norman McNulty
Neurologist & Author

     Norman McNulty, M.D., is a board-certified neurologist practicing in
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee. Prior to starting his current job in Tennessee, he
worked for two years at the Adventist hospital in Trinidad. He trained at
Loma Linda University and graduated in 2004. He enjoys studying the
Adventist prophetic message and travels around the world speaking in his
free time. He is the author of the recently published books Daniel: Practical
Living in the Judgment Hour, Revelation: Practical Living in the Judgment Hour,
and The Sanctuary: Practical Living in the Judgment Hour. He is married to
Joelle, and they are blessed with four beautiful daughters, Saralyn, Anneke,
Madeline, and Ruby, and one son, Edson.
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Pavel Goia was born in Drobeta Turnu-Severin, Romania under
communist rule. Although he knew that at the age of 4 God called him to
ministry, following that call was not an easy task. The events that ensued
are chronicled by the book One Miracle After Another: The Pavel Goia Story,
by Gregg Budd. Pavel has spent his life ministering in Romania, Norway,
Wisconsin, and Kentucky. He has served as editor of the Ministry Magazine
and Associate Director for the Ministerial Department at the General
Conference. He currently serves as Field Representative and Evangelism
Trainer for AWR at the GC. He is also author of the book, In the Spirit and
Power. He is married to Daniela Goia, and they have two children, Gabriel
and Ovidiu.



Friday Vespers 
7pm | Main Sanctuary

Sabbath School
9:30am | Main Sanctuary

Prelude                                                      Naghielly Walker

Welcome                  Wayne Johnson/Pastor Chris Holland

Song Service                                                       Becky Ward

History of the Tabernacle                  Pastor Chris Holland

Rising from the Ashes                          Pastor Dale Leamon

Postlude                                                     Naghielly Walker

Centennial Committee Chairperson/Senior Pastor (Current)

Prelude                                                      Naghielly Walker

Welcome                                              Pastor Rob Bernard0

Theme Song                                                       Becky Ward

Mission Emphasis

Sabbath School Panel

Closing Prayer                        Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus

Moderator                                   
Director E.G. White Estate
Associate E.G. White Estate
Associate E.G. White Estate 
Associate E.G. White Estate
Associate E.G. White Estate  
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Senior Pastor (1995-2002)

Senior Pastor (Current)

 Senior Pastor (2015-2022)

 Associate Pastor (Current)

Chris Holland
Merlin Burt

Michael Sokupa
Dwain Esmond

Anna Galeneice
Ted Levterov

Local Chorister

Local Chorister

Local Pianist

Local Pianist

Local Pianist
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Sabbath Morning Worship 
10:45am | Main Sanctuary

                                                                            

Welcome                                                           

Introit

Invocation  

Opening Hymn                                               “To God Be the Glory”            

Welcome to the Battle Creek Tabernacle 

Welcome to Battle Creek                    

Welcome from the Michigan Conference  

Welcome from the Lake Union  

Welcome from the North American Division   

Welcome from and Introduction of the General Conference Division Officers  

Centennial Welcome  

Dr. Kenneth Logan

Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus

Pastor Rob Bernardo

Pastor Chris Holland

Mayor Mark Behnke

Elder Jim Micheff

Elder Elden Ramirez

Elder G. Alexander Bryant

Elder Rick McEdwards

 Associate Pastor (Current)

341
 Senior Pastor (2015-2022)

Senior Pastor (Current)

Mayor, Battle Creek, MI

President

President

President

Executive Secretary of the General Conference

Wayne Johnson/Pastor Chris Holland
Centennial Committee Chairperson/Senior Pastor (Current)

Guest Organist

Becky WardTheme Song 
Local Chorister

28

“Sanctus” by George Oldroyd
Andrews University Singers 
Brenton Offenback, Director

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   William CroftPrelude
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Sabbath Morning Worship 
10:45am | Main Sanctuary

Children’s Story                                  

Offering                                                                    

Offertory

Doxology

Congregational Prayer

Scripture Reading                     Joshua 4:1-7                   

Introduction of Speaker             

  

Sermon                 “What Do These Stones Mean?”      

Closing Hymn                                                    “We Have This Hope”

Benediction

Postlude                                                   

Bruce Reichert

Pastor Chris Holland

“Soon I Will Be Done” arr. Stacey Gibbs

 

Brian Metcalf

Elder Paul Douglas

Elder Magdiel Shultz-Perez

Elder Erton Köhler

Pastor Dale Leamon

Dr. Kenneth Logan

Former teacher GLAA and BCA graduate

Senior Pastor (Current)

Elsie Mokaya, soprano 

Local Head Elder

Treasurer, General Conference

Assistant to the President of the General Conference

Brenton Offenback, Director

214

Andrews University Singers
Special Music                      “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” arr. Dan Forrest

President, General Conference

Senior Pastor (1995-2002)

Guest Organist

A very special thank-you to our guest musicians: 
Andrews University Singers, Brenton Offenback, and Dr. Kenneth Logan

Local Church Budget
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Andrews University Singers

“Lift Up the Trumpet” George Lee
“We Have This Hope” Wayne Hooper
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Sabbath Evening Vespers  
5:30 pm | Main Sanctuary

Centennial Gala Luncheon, 
1:00pm | Battle Creek Academy

Prelude   

Welcome

Concert

Feature Presentation    

Postlude  

Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

Pastor Chris Holland

Buddy Houghtaling

Donn LaTour

Nathan Greene

Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

Please join Nathan Greene downstairs where art prints, puzzles and other merchandise
will be available for purchase. Nathan will also be available for personalized signing.

Senior Pastor (Current)

Local Cellist/Local Pianist

Local Musician, Songwriter, and Recording Artist

Local Elder

Internationally Acclaimed Artist

Local Cellist/Local Pianist

Introduction of Speaker and History of Stained Glass
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Daily Activities

31

Apocalyptic Abolitionism: A Talk with Kevin M. Burton
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 6pm | Willard Library Downtown Programming
Room

Join Andrews University professor Kevin M. Burton for a discussion of
his new book “Apocalyptic Abolitionism.” Explore how apocalyptic
faith inspired antislavery activism and shaped nineteenth-century
reform movements, including those that influenced Battle Creek’s
remarkable religious history.
Address: 7 W. Van Buren St. Battle Creek, MI 49017

Historic Adventist Village
Guided tours available at 10am and 2pm daily, except for
Wednesdays, by reservation only.
Book your tour at adventistheritage.org. Click on the “Sites” tab,
choose Historic Adventist Village. Then click on the blue “Book Tour”
button to make a reservation. Maps with QR codes are available for
self-guided tours for individuals without reservations. All tours begin
at the Historic Adventist Village Welcome Center.
Address: 480 Van Buren St. Battle Creek, MI 49037

Heritage Shoppe
Sunday - Tuesday 11:00-3:00 | Thursday and Friday - 11:00-3:00
Wednesday - Closed
Visit the Heritage Shoppe located in the Historic Adventist Village
Welcome Center. You will find books on a variety of topics, Bibles,
children’s materials, posters and charts, souvenir items, and more.
During the week of October 4-9, 2026, bring this program booklet in
for a 10% discount on select items.

Oak Hill Cemetery Tours
Available by reservation only. 
Please contact the Battle Creek Tabernacle Church office.
Phone number: 269-968-8101 | Email - office@bctab.com
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Weeknight Revival Series
Sunday, 7:00 pm | Main Sanctuary

Prelude

Welcome 

Song Service

Special Music 

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Postlude
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Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus 

Becky Ward

Samuel Gomide

Pavel Goia

Pavel Goia

Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

Local Cellist

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

Local Chorister

 Associate Pastor (Current)

Weeknight Revival Series
Monday, 7:00 pm | Main Sanctuary

Prelude

Welcome 

Song Service

Special Music 

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Postlude

Naghielly Walker

Pastor Chris Holland 

Becky Ward

Dan Grentz

Pavel Goia

Pavel Goia

Naghielly Walker

Local Pianist

Local Pianist

Local Musician, Songwriter, and Recording Artist

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

Local Chorister

Senior Pastor (Current)

Local Cellist/Local Pianist

Local Cellist/Local Pianist
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“One with God's Spirit,” part 1

“One with God's Spirit,” part 2
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Weeknight Revival Series
Tuesday, 7:00 pm | Main Sanctuary

Prelude

Welcome 

Song Service

Special Music 

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Postlude
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 7
Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus 

Becky Ward

Erin Ramirez

Pavel Goia

Pavel Goia

Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

Local Chorister

 Associate Pastor (Current)

Weeknight Revival Series
Wednesday, 7:00 pm | Main Sanctuary

Prelude

Welcome 

Song Service

Special Music 

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Postlude

Naghielly Walker

Mark Penrod

Becky Ward

Elizabeth Bateman

Pavel Goia

Pavel Goia

Naghielly Walker

Local Pianist

Local Pianist

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

International Evangelist, Adventist World Radio

Local Chorister

Local Elder

Local Cellist/Local Pianist

Local Cellist/Local Pianist

Local Musician

Local Vocalist
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“Spiritual Weapons for Spiritual Warfare”

“God is for You”
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Weeknight Revival Series
Thursday, 7:00 pm | Main Sanctuary

Prelude

Welcome 

Song Service

Special Music 

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Postlude
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Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus 

Becky Ward

Sean Kellogg

Dr. Norman McNulty

Dr. Norman McNulty

Samuel Gomide/Karen Penrod

Neurologist, Author and Revivalist

Local Chorister

 Associate Pastor (Current)

Weeknight Revival Series
Friday, 7:00 pm | Main Sanctuary

Prelude

Welcome 

Song Service

Special Music 

Sermon

Closing Prayer

Postlude

Naghielly Walker

Pastor Chris Holland 

Becky Ward

Julie Simmons-Hensley

Dr. Norman McNulty

Dr. Norman McNulty

Naghielly Walker

Local Chorister

Senior Pastor (Current)

Neurologist, Author and Revivalist

Neurologist, Author and Revivalist

Neurologist, Author and Revivalist

Local Cellist/Local Pianist

Local Cellist/Local Pianist

Local Musician/BCA Teacher

Local Vocalist

Local Pianist

Local Pianist

“From 1844 to the Second Coming”

“Remnant But Laodicean”
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Sabbath School
9:30am | Main Sanctuary

Prelude                                                      Naghielly Walker

Welcome                                                           Steve Walker

Theme Song                                                       Becky Ward

Mission Emphasis

Sabbath School Panel

Closing Prayer                                                    Jeff Kellogg

Moderator / Senior Pastor (Current)

Associate Pastor (Current)

Pastor (1990-1995)

Local Head Elder

Local Elder

Local Elder

Chris Holland

Lovinel Junior Vertus

Alger Keough

Brian Metcalf

Local Chorister

Local Pianist
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Sabbath Morning Worship
10:45am | Main Sanctuary

Welcome

Introit

Invocation 

Opening Hymn

Centennial Welcome

Theme Song

Children's Story

Special Music

Offering

Offertory

Doxology

 Debbie Candy

Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus

Debbie Candy

            Pastor Alger Keough

“Watch, Ye Saints”            

Wayne Johnson/Pastor Chris Holland

Becky Ward

Elder Joel Nephew

The King’s Heralds

Brian Metcalf

Debbie Candy

 Associate Pastor (Current)

Senior Pastor (1990-1995)

Centennial Committee Chairperson/Senior Pastor (Current)

Local Chorister

Local Elder

598

Former Organist, Battle Creek Tabernacle

Former Organist, Battle Creek Tabernacle

Former Organist, Battle Creek Tabernacle

Director of Michigan Conference Association

MI Radio Ministries

36

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” arr. P. ManzPrelude
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10:45am | Main Sanctuary

Centennial Gala Luncheon, 
1:00pm | Battle Creek Academy

Congregational Prayer

Scripture Reading         Matthew 25:1-6 

Introduction of Speaker

Special Music

 

Sermon

Closing Hymn

Benediction

Postlude

Donn LaTour

Samantha Mills

Pastor Chris Holland

Dr. Norman McNulty

“We Know Not the Hour”           

Pastor Chris Holland

Senior Pastor (Current)

Neurologist, Author and Revivalist

Senior Pastor (Current)

604

Former Organist, Battle Creek Tabernacle

Local Elder

Associate Professor of Music, Andrews University 

Principal, Battle Creek Academy

“Sleeping at Midnight”

A very special thank-you to our guest musicians: 
Debbie Candy, The King’s Heralds, and Charles and Julie Reid
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“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” arr. Burkhardt
Debbie Candy

Sabbath Morning Worship

“The Old Rugged Cross” George Bennard
Charles and Julie Reid



O
ct

ob
er

 10
-Year Battle Creek Tabernacle Rededication Service

3:00pm | Main Sanctuary

The King’s Heralds in Concert
6:00pm | Main Sanctuary

Prelude

Doxology

Invocation

Scripture Reading

Special Music

Sermon

Dedicatory Prayer

Closing Hymn

Closing Remarks

Theme Song

Postlude

Debbie Candy

Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus

Wayne Johnson

Pastor Chris Holland

Elder Joel Nephew

“All Things are Thine”            

Pastor Chris Holland

Becky Ward

376

Former Organist, Battle Creek Tabernacle

Senior Pastor (Current)

Senior Pastor (Current)

Former Organist, Battle Creek Tabernacle

Local Chorister

Associate Professor of Music, Andrews University 

Associate Pastor (Current)

Local Elder

“The Vision of a Finished Task”

Hebrews 10:11-14

Director of Michigan Conference Association

(King’s Heralds merchandise for sale after concert)
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“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” arr. P. Manz
Debbie Candy

100

“Open the Gates of the Temple”
Charles Reid
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The King’s Heralds

     The internationally acclaimed KING'S HERALDS
quartet brings a ninety-nine-year heritage in gospel music
to the stage. Founded in Keene, Texas, in 1927 by four
young college students, the group has come to be
recognized worldwide for their blend and musical
expertise. Current members of the quartet are Don Scroggs,
First Tenor, Bruce Hehn, Second Tenor, JR Rosa, Baritone,
and Jeff Pearles, Bass.

     This interdenominational group has toured not only the
United States but also the islands of the Caribbean, all of
Latin America, the South Pacific, Australia, the Orient,
and Africa. Among their audiences have been heads of
state, kings, presidents, governors, ambassadors, and other
dignitaries.

     Thirty-seven men have been part of the KING'S
HERALDS quartet since its foundation in 1927. They have
recorded in 30 languages, on over 100 albums, and toured
over fifty countries.
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The church included “Tabernacle” in its
name because of the belief that the

building should not be extravagant or
constructed to last for centuries, given
the expectation of Christ’s imminent

return.

In 1898, the Dime Tabernacle's
Sabbath School enrollment was

1,133 people in 173 classes.

Tab Fun Facts

The clock in the Dime
Tabernacle’s tower was donated
by the Battle Creek Community.

“The Rescue” stained glass is
approximately 15 feet in height, 14
feet in width, situated at about 40

feet high, and weighs around 1,000
pounds. 

The Battle Creek Dime Tabernacle
had a prominent 110-foot steeple

rising above it.

The pulpit that is on the platform
for these Centennial services is the
original 1926 solid oak pulpit that

has been restored.

The Dime Tabernacle was the
denomination’s largest church

building at that time.

In 1960, the Michigan Historical
Commission erected a historical marker
and noted that Battle Creek is the site

of the Seventh-day Adventist
denomiation’s first headquarters,

sanitarium, publishing house, school,
and college.



Directions from Battle Creek Tabernacle 
to Battle Creek Academy

41



42

We would like to first and foremost thank you for coming to join in
this celebration with us. Each person who has joined us for this
momentous occasion has a story to tell of how this place and its
present or past, has intersected with or somehow shaped them.

We are filled with gratitude for the attendance and well-wishes of the
Division Officers of the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists, including General Conference President, Elder Erton
Köhler, the Lake Union and Michigan Conference Presidents, and the
Mayor of Battle Creek. You have rejuvenated this local church by
reminding us of who we are, where we are going, our place in history,
our work in the present, and our hopes for the future. 

From their first meeting on January 21, 2025, the Centennial
Committee has worked hard to prepare for this event.  We gratefully
acknowledge Pastor Bruce Moore who began this work as the
committee chair but do to unforeseen circumstances was unable to
continue.  We are thankful to Wayne Johnson for stepping up into that
role. The Centennial Committee members are: Clara Engle, Charlotte
Erickson, Pastor Chris Holland, Debbie Holland, Lynn Kaufman,
Angela Makoski, Marti Smith, and Pastor Lovinel Junior Vertus. We
thank them for the long hours they spent in prayer, thoughtfully and
carefully researching, planning, organizing, meeting, and in some cases
even travelling, to make the celebration of this significant milestone
meaningful and memorable for all. 
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Thank-you! 



The danger of any acknowledgments page is leaving someone out. So
we would like to acknowledge every person who has been involved or
helped in any way with the preparation of this Centennial
Celebration. We are especially grateful for those who patiently poured
hours into tirelessly sifting through hundreds of pages of 100 years
worth of historic documents. We are also very appreciative for those
who cleaned, painted, prayed, for all who gave their time, talents, and
resources, and those that fed us physically, musically, and spiritually. 

We also acknowledge the many individuals who have been a part of the
history of the Battle Creek Church - the hundreds, if not thousands, of
individuals over the past 100 years who poured out their blood, sweat,
and tears working hard, often unnoticed and under-appreciated, to
preserve its history and provide for its future. May we each try to
emulate their self-sacrificing spirit.

Most of all we thank God for the 100 years He has given us in this
building. We pray that we would be faithful in utilizing this building
as a tool in God’s hands to finish His work on this earth.
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For 100 years, the Battle Creek Tabernacle has stood as a beacon
of faith, community, and spiritual growth in the heart of Battle

Creek, Michigan. During this celebration we fully commit
ourselves to joining Jesus in His rescue mission. 

The Rescue by Nathan Greene, the center stained glass in the Sanctuary 
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PC: Lloyd Erickson




